mCSTON  UPBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 


Medica.1  Officer's  Report  for  1948 


T.Ir.  Chairman  and  Gentlsmen, 

I bey  to  submit  irc?-  Annual  Report:  for  1943, 

Population.  The  estimated  population  for  1948  was  1841, 

Ove re r owdi ng . A good  many  houses  do  not  conform  to  statutory  require- 

ments “ only  the  provision  of  new  houses  will  remedy  this  situation. 

Housing.  No  new  houses  were  erected  b3^  the  Council  this  year  but  two 
new  houses  have  been  erected  by  private  entorpriso,  A,,site  %as 
acquired  (see  1947  report)  for  the  e?:ection  of  10  Airoy  houses  and 
at  the  time  of  writing  the  present  report  the  site  has. been  cleared 
and  foundations  marked  out, 

Transport,  Three  firms  in  Knighton  run  bus  services;  the,  surrounding 
area  is  well  covered  and  extension  of  the  services  is  anticipated 
in  the  near  future. 

Industries.  No  now  industries  have  been  started  but  extensions  and 
improvements  have  been  made  to  the  Radnorshire  Compariy’s  seed- 
dressing  building  and  timber  yards  and  to  the  Tyre  re-treading 
factory  owned  by  Mjt,  S,W,  Brisbane. 

Schools , No  new  developments. 

Cemetery.  No  new  developments. 

Ambulance,  The  ambulance  owned  by  the  Urban  District  Council  has  been 
"taken  over  by  the  County  Authority  and,  although  still  stationed  at 
Knighton,  is  operated  from  the  /mbulatice  Centro  at  Llandrindod  Wells, 

Nursing,  I note  v:ith  regret  the  retirement  of  the  senior  District 

Nurse,  Nurse  Tate,  since  vdien  the  area  has  boon  served  "by  one  resident 
nurse  and  a relief  nurse.  This  state  of  affairs  should  be  remedied 
as  the  tcTiVn  and  surroun-iiing  district  requires  at  least  two  resident 
nurses. 


Hospitaj.s,  The  hospital  (Of fa’s  Lodge)  ceased  to  function  as  a Poor  Law 
Institution  on  July  5th  and  came  under  the  control  of  the  Brecon  and 
Radnor  Joint  Hospital  Board,  Theio  is  room  here  for  extension  of 
bod  acccmmcdation  and  possibly  for  the  setting-up  of  an  experimental 
Health  Centre  (a  brief  report  on  the  Object  was  submitted  by  me  in 
a letter  to  the  Chief  Pledical  Officer,  Welsh  Board  of  Health), 

There  is  no  doubt  that  provision  of  more  bods  for  medical,  maternity 
and  convalescent  surgical  cases,  together  with  a surgery  centre 
operated  by  local  general  practitioners,  would  make  an  efficient  unit 
and  integrate  tho  medical  services  over  a wide  urban  and  rural  area. 

Water.  The  water  supply  has  boon  s atisfactory  in  quantity.  There  is 
still  intermittent  contamination  of  tho  Cv'jm  Ifor  source  and  attempts 
to  remedy  this  arc  being  made  bj^-  drainage  of  the  yard  of  Jenkinailis 
farm  to  a septic  tank.  All  water  passes  tlirough  chlorinators  before 
admission  to  tho  storage  tanks  and  tho  piped  supply  is  satisfactory , 
No  water  is  used  from  the  Own  Ifor  supply  above  the  clilorinator. 

The  water  is  not  plumbosolvent . 
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Water  (contimod ) . A sohomo  to  extend  the  to'Jm  mains  from  Bridge  Street 
to  the  Fronhir  Housing  Estate  has  been  approved  by  the  Welsh  Boerd  of 
H oalth  and  the  work  will  bo  put  in  hond  early  in  1949, 

Sewage , O-’/ing  to  ropoatod  bioekage  of  a sewer  in  Bridge- Street  a new 
manhole  was  constiaietcd  md  57  yards  of  sower  was  relaid  with  12  inch 
asbestos  pipes. 

Be  fuse  Disposal,  A new  Karrior  Bantam  7 cribic  yard  refuse  collection 

lorry  was  purchased  to  replace  the  old  Commor  vehicle. 

Livestock  Market,"  TIio  Council  completed  rho  purchase  of  tee  site  for 
the  new  livestock  market  and  the  work  of  lcve].ling^  re  construct  3 on 
and  widening  ot  approaches  has  commenced. 

Infectious  Diseases.  There  were  three  notifications: 

Whooping  Coug}' : 1 male  aged  12  jrears 

Scarlet  Fever:  1 maJ  o - aged  8 ;/ears 

Pneumonia:  1 female  - age  a 9 months 

Tuberculosis . One  case  of  pulmonary  tuborculosis  - a male  aged  52  years 
V7as  notified  as  haring  mo7ed  into  this  district  from  another  area. 
Deaths  frora  Tuberculosis  - Hil 

Carcinom.a,  There  were  three  deaths  from  carcinoma: 

1 male  - aged  80  years  - Stomach 
1 fomale  - aged  53  years  - Cervix  uteri 
1 fomaH.o  - aged  63  years  - Ovary 

Births « 12  live  births  wore  reported  - 5 male  and  7 female. 

There  wore  no  still-births  registered  and  no  illegitimate  births. 


Doathi; 


Tliere  wore  33  deaths  - 15  male  and  18  female, 


Deaths  under  one  year.  Throe  daeths  were  roport-'id  ii^  this  eavogory. 
The  causes  v'ore  as  foll''.w,s* 

?j.nmahju*ity  '■  1 fomale  aged  12  hoars 
Goiignnitcal  heart  disease:  1 fomale  aged  5 months 

AtolGctashs  - ] male  ogc-d  2 days 

Centogious  Disoasos,  No  change  from  situabi.oii  reported  in  19'17, 

roneria  sat  ion.  No  change  from  situation  reported  in  1947- 


Nationa].  Health  Service , Tlic  now  ser/ioe  which  commenced  ';-n  ofh  .raly 

'Visiens 


is  likely  to  m'lke  picofound  chang'cs  in  the  conduct  of  modi’.cal 
practice.  Although  in  principr.o  one  cannot  oritirise  the  pro 
cf  the  service  it  has  already  resulted  in  Inoreasod  work  fc/r 
general  praotiticnors  serving  the  town  ejjd  surrounding  di^-tric 
There  i.s  an  increasing  tendency  fer  the  time  of  skilled  praeti 
to  be  taken  up  by  t^rviaL  duties  wliich^  one  feels,  t;cr.ld  to 
adequately  met  by  less  hi^ly-'trniiieu  pe.rsenne].,  Tne  i\3suit 
bo  a lowering  of  the  standard  of  modical  practice  unless  minci 
can  bo  relegated  to  less  skilled  deputies  or  the  woj.-k  is  r-'^orf': 
by  the  provision  of  assistant  staff  and  bettor  faoilitlen  ?nrl 
acccinmodatioii  at  some  form  of  clinic  cr  horolth  centre.-. 
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Inspect  ion  and  Supei'^vigi  on  of 

(a)  Milk  SupxDly:  Cowshods  and  Dairic.-s  arc  frequently  inspected  eud 

are  generally  satisfactcit:^'‘o 

(b)  Moat  and  other  foolsg  Regular  inspections  arc  made  of  slau.^.ter- 

ho’jsos,  shops,  stalls  and  vehicles  and  places  where  food  is 
prepared  and  offered  for  sale  and  no  spoeJal  action  has  been, 
found  necessary. 


Carcases  Inspected  and  Cond craned 


Cat'-io 
onclud ing 
Cows 

Coves 

Calves 

Shoe': 

and 

Lambs 

Numbor  killed 

103 

72 

60 

43C3 

lo 

Number  inspected 

103 

72 

60 

4^’iOS 

i 7 

All  diseases  encopt 
Tuberculosis : 

1/Riolo  carcases  con'^oianed 

2 

B 

6 

49 

- 

Ceroases  cf  wnieh  some  part 
c-r  organ  w^as  condoianf'd 

o7 

50 

2 

336 

4 

Percentage  of  tho  number 
inspected  affected  with 
disease  other  than 
tiaberculcsls 

67% 

Slf. 

ir>%o 

% 

Tuberculosis  only; 

Whole  carcases  oondemned 

1 

4 

- 

- 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 
or  organ  was  condemned 

o 

•• 

o 

Cj 

Poroontage  of  tho  numbor 
inspected  affected  with 
tuboixmlOvSis 

1% 

. 

'L3fo 

• 

15f. 

(c)  Food  poisoning.  Thero  v/ero  no  casos  of  food  poisoning  rep«:‘rtod 
during  the  year. 


I am,  Gontlonon, 

Your  cbodiont  i^orvant, 


N* 


r 


